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., John·_Mifto1n (1,608-16:!~lJs one 1of the, most influential of 
~~Blish poe_ts, perhaps ~ed~n'd o,nly to' Shakespeare. He was a 
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1 1~ • .. From his boyhood, 

,,.. ., . • .... " ,, ~:r· '1!ii! ,i•t t i· "' 

Milton dedicateB' hims~U td" the ,idea'I. pf 1

1being a great poet. 
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.He had a wide ,inter est . •a··'111111air1:g~~·ges :and k'new·ll atin, Greek, 
'1' JI• .,:it··!: , II ' j, i , 

f!f'e,orew italian an1q11b l J\t 't ir~ ,e whe~ l r-was still the 
I ...._ " ,,. 

; 1MHton prod a imed his 

faith - .in the, potenHaj ,pf:· Eng,
1

,',ish ' r~r the highest poetic 

expression. 
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He is· best Jc.nown for :ihis11epic, the 
. , 
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_ In the maj'esty ~f .sty,le a,nd,, the. grandeur of the ,subject, 1M~ltan. 
fallks with · ant . He was a master of plaiin 
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· c!iction as welt as poetic ~yle. Milton was greatly influenced 
by the Bible trans~atiOns and Shakespeare. 

!;. comments: 
like the B•ible translations and Shakespeare, Milton's more · . 
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optstanding permanent influenc~ on the English language is 

.!9. b,e seen in h,is ph ra $ 1es .. ... 1 
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,., , . ~- 1tto_i(ha~··:ci''.geh~in,e.~a-culty for word making~·tiut_- -_ :_ 
~l~Etd :·i~· ~pa~~1-~&~:v~Ji'.:ib. !~•p1~,t-~ ~f his _.literary briilian~e, tch-t .,, _ 
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-i,n.ich ' less than .: -Milton served as a minister 
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. ~under. 'I, ;~,fle'. 1'. . i,s a ·:pubUc sp-ir,i,ted politidan. He 
- • - . ' · -' . •.{'"I ,. t{iil-';,r : . i. : ;it . 
wrote tracts arid. pamph-t,~·t~/ 'f · · 
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' ,h,_"Mflton was :an extr,aorcHnary ' tinguist and his freedom with 
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g~ can be re,lat1~q t© his advocacy of personal, political _. 
I ,i . . · • ! ',, _·· r I' :'l~nd f.e:lig,io~s,fre-edom, 
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