
CHAPTERR5 

The Sounds of English-Vowels 
5.1 Vowels in British Received Pronunciation 

There are twenty distinct vowels in British Received 
Pronunciation (R.P.). Received Pronunciation, or Educated 
Southern British English, is a form of English socially 
acceptable (well received) in all parts of the country. The 
twenty vowels are: 

Pure Vowels 
/i:/ as in these / Oi:z1 
/1/ as in bit / brt/ 
/el as in bed / bed/ 

as in bad /bæd/ 
al as in bus /bas/ 
/ a: as in card / ka:d/ 
/D as in hot / hot/ 
/o:/ / o:/ 

/ fo:s/ 
as in all 

force 
horse /ho:s/ 

/u/ as in book /buk/ 
/u:/ rule /ru:l/ 

/ tju:b 
/ S3:v/ 
/s'kaunt 

as in 

tube 

/3: as in serve 

as in account 

Diphthongal 
Glides 
en gate 

bite 
as in gert/ 

/au/ as in / bait/ 
as in boil / bol 

/ u as in home /haum/ 
/au as in house /haus 
/1 as in cheer / tio/ 

as in air

/ue as in poor pua 



SPOKEN ENGLISH 

Seven of these 
vowels , e, &, A, D, U, e/_ 

and the others are long. Among the long vowels, five ort, 

:,u, 3:/- are 
monointhongs (sometimes calle a, 

- are short, 
16 

/ i, a 

pure 

syllable). Three of the diphthongs 
- / e1,al,oI/- involve 

to/1/, two- /au, au /- involve glide 

remaining three-/ 13, E3, Ua/-are glides to/9/. 

vowels), and the others are diphthongs (vowel glides within Pure the 

glides to u/ and the 

5.2 Vowels in General lIndian English 

Corresponding to the twenty- vowel system of British Dn 

General Indian English generally has a system of 11 Dur 

vowels and 6 vowel glides. These are: 

Pure Vowels 

these / di:z as in 
bit /b1t 
gate 
bed 

/ ge:t/ 
/ bed/ 
/ bæd 

e: 

bad 
card /ka:rd / /a: 

C hot 
all 

/ hpt 
D:l ] 

/D 

hors 

/ho:m/ 
horse 

/o:/ home 

/ fo:rs/ 
/buk 
/ ru:l 

force /u 
book /u:/ 
rule 

/ tju:b/ 
/ bes 

tube 
bus 
bird / bard 

/a'kaunt/ account Vowel Glides 
/ a 
/1/ 
/au 

bite / bart 
/ boll 
/haus/ 

boil 
/19 house 

cheer / es 
ua / thier / 

/ ear 
puar / 

air 

poor 1 Long vowels tend to have reduced length in unaccented syllables. 
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